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WEEKLY HALACHA DIGEST .7

Weekly Halacha Digest

By Rabby Doniel Neustadt
Compied from the Mishna Beruralh and’ from other
contemporary Posidn on & sulyect that pertalis to the parsha
of the wieek, For final Halachic ming consult your Rav:

The obligation to light Shabbos Candles rests
equally on all members of the household.
MNevertheless, (hazaf established that it Is the
woman's responsibility to do the actual lighting,
One of the reasons given for this is that this
mitzvah was assigned to the women in order to
atone for their part in the sin of the ELitz
Ha'ddlaas. By causing death to be brought into
the world, it is considered as if she extinguished
the "light" of the world. In order to rectify that,
Chaza! have made lighting the candles the
woman's responsibility to light the candles.
Therefore:

Even if the husband demands to light the
candles, the wife has the right to protest
and to stop him. It is a good idea, however,
for the husband also to take part in this
mitzvah. Therefore, he should prepare the
candles by previoysly lighting and quickly
extinguishing them, thus making the wicks
easier to light. The husband should also light
the candles in other places around the
house in which the wife does not light.

If one has no wife, if his wife is not home, or
if he sees that his wife is running late and
would be unable to light in time, he should
light the candles for her with the blessing. It
is best that the husband himself lights the
candles and not one of the daughters, even
if she is maried. If, however, ane asks his
daughter who Is over 12 years old do the
lighting for him, he has fullilled the mitovah.
One can not, however, fulfill his obligation
by having his daughter who Is under 12 light
the candles.

In the event a brother and sister are home
alone without thelr parents, it Is preferable
for the sister to light the candles (Harav 5.2
Averbach),

Some malntaln the custom that all the
females In the house light candles and make
a blessing ever them. .
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